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The Beaumont Housing Author-
ityhasclosedon the lastof102aging
or damaged properties auctioned
off in February, netting about $5.5
million.

“That money we gained will be

strictly used for providing more af-
fordablehousingforBeaumont,”ex-
ecutive director Allison Landrum
said.

TheFeb.29auctionattracted550
people, including175 registered bid-
ders, according to the firm thathan-
dled the sale.

PaulLynnofPaulA.LynnandAs-

sociates said most sales closed by
theendofApril, althougha fewbuy-
ers got caught in thepandemic-driv-
en economic downturn. The last
deal closed in October.

“The majority of the people
closed before Memorial Day, and
the original closing target was the
middle to end of April,” Lynn told
The Enterprise. “There were three
or four major unit buyers that had
their financing sources frozen.”

Landrum said unloading the

“scattered-site portfolio” allows the
housing authority to focusonmulti-
familydevelopments, includingtwo
mixed-income housing projects ex-
pected to be finished shortly.

Theauthorityhadlisted163prop-
erties, scattered across Beaumont
and its outskirts, that were deemed
inefficient tomaintain. They includ-
ed hurricane-damaged sites, older
propertiesandhomesnot inanarea
thatoffersadequateopportunity for
working families.

The sale was held in the Beau-
mont Civic Centerweeks before the
COVID-19 pandemic led to wide-
spread economic stress.

Even after lenders started to re-
open credit lines, Lynn said, a busy
hurricane season led to further de-
lays as companiesworried about in-
vesting in areas thatmight be in the
path of a storm.

For months after the auction,
Landrummadedaily trips to the of-
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Auction nets $5.5M for agency
Housing authority director says focus
to move toward mixed-income units
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Days after a Port Arthur man
was fatally shot by aNederlandpo-
lice officer, his family is left won-
dering what actually happened.

Daron Jones, 29, died Tuesday
following a domestic disturbance
and short foot pursuit with police.

But the victim’s family said they
are hearing conflicting reports be-
tween state and city law enforce-
ment agencies.

Raymingo Earnest, Jones’ un-
cle, said theywere informed of the
man’s death Tuesday night with a
call by law enforcement. His wife,
Tammy Earnest, called Texas
Rangers to follow up about details
of her nephew’s death.

“The (Rangers) said they’d call
me back to tell me...if he was shot
in the front or the back,” Tammy
said Thursday. “We honestly just
don’t knowmuch.”

The incident began in Port Ne-
ches, where PNPD officers were
called to the 2000 block of 6th
Street regarding a domestic distur-
bance and a man with a gun. The
man left the residence before po-
lice arrived, allegedly carrying a
9mm handgun.

The Nederland Police Depart-
ment assisted PNPD in searching
for the man.

According to the department,
Nederland officer Tanner Thomp-
son spotted a Black man who fit
the description of the suspect
walking in the 700 block of Car-
riage Lane. After a short pursuit,
Thompson deployed his Taser but
it failed to subdue theman, Porter
said.

A statement from the Depart-
ment of Public Safety says Jones
was “repeatedly told to stop” run-
ning and then displayed a weapon
before being shot.

A preliminary press release by
NPD Police Chief Gary Porter fol-
lowing the shooting said “the Ne-
derland (PD) fired shots at the sus-
pect,” he died at the scene, and
was found to be carrying a 9mm
handgun.

When asked about the discrep-
ancy, Porter said the only com-
menthecouldmakewas thatagun
was found at the scene.

It was the first person to be

Family
seeks
answers
in death
Details conflict in
agencies’ reports on
shooting by officer
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Make room for ideas
» Spruce up your home just in time
for cold weather with tips and tricks
on art placement and design Inside

Christmas tree assembly heralds holidays

Kim Brent / The Enterprise

Terry Burd, left, and Andrea Nolbert affix the decorated branches to the top of the tree as workers with the City of
Beaumont worked throughout the day Thursday to erect the Christmas tree outside the Event Centre. As SE Texans
gear up for the start of the holiday season, they may want to plan their online shopping in advance. Retailers and
carriers are expecting a surge that will lead to delivery delays. To read more, see Page A7.

Anyone looking to own their
very own fire station in South-
east Texas will have to wait a bit
longer as it looks like Beau-
mont’s former Fire Station No. 1
has a buyer.

The City Council recently
gave the go-ahead for City Man-
ager Kyle Hayes to move for-
ward with the sale of the 747
College St. property to Gerald
Condon Properties.

The agreement lists the pur-
chase price at $175,000 — less
than half the list price of
$400,000. Director of Public
Works and Technology Services
Bart Bartkowiak said that was
the only bid the city received.

Condon declined to com-

ment until after the sale is
closed. But Bartkowiak said
he’d heard mentioned that the
building could be used as part
of a construction business.

The building’s sale listing
says it would make a “great au-
tomotive repair site, industrial
facility, retail or office” or a
“very large home.” It sits on just

more than 2 acres and has two
buildings totaling more than
18,000 square feet.

Across the two buildings, the
property has 15 roll-up doors,
offices, a locker room and a
kitchen, among other features,
according to Wheeler Commer-
cial.

The Beaumont Fire Depart-
ment moved from the nearly
four-decade-old building in ear-
ly 2019 when the city opened a
new station with about 29,000
square feet at 1675 Caldwell Ave.

At the time, Fire Chief Earl
White called thenew facility the
“Taj Mahal” as compared to the
old one.

The former station site was
one of 10 properties the city put
on the market earlier this year,
Bartkowiak said. However, only
this and the former L.L. Melton
YMCA building — the only prop-
erties that include structures —
received bids.

City finds buyer for former fire station
Deal shows building
as sold for less than
half of its listed price

By Kaitlin Bain
STAFF WRITER

Fran Ruchalski / The Enterprise

The City Council recently gave the go-ahead for City Manager
Kyle Hayes to move forward with the sale of a former fire
station at 747 College St.
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COVID-19 by the numbers
Confirmed coronavirus cases in Southeast Texas

Location COVID-19 cases as of

Jefferson County 7,667* Nov. 12*

Texas prison (Jefferson Co.) 1,262 Nov. 12

Orange County 3,065 Nov. 10

Hardin County 2,084 Nov. 11

Jasper County 796 Oct. 5

Newton County 187 Oct. 5

Texas prison (Jasper Co.) 2 Nov. 12

*Mid- and South Jefferson County numbers updated as of Thursday

SOURCES: BEAUMONT, PORT ARTHUR AND HARDIN COUNTY
PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENTS; JASPER-NEWTON-SABINE
COUNTIES EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND TEXAS
DEPARTMENT OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE

WASHINGTON — A coalition
of federal and state officials said
Thursday that they have no evi-
dence that votes were compro-
mised or altered in last week’s
presidential election, rejecting
unsubstantiated claims of wide-
spread fraud advanced by Presi-
dent Donald Trumpandmany of
his supporters.

The statement from cyberse-

curity experts, which trumpet-
ed the Nov. 3 election as the
most secure in American histo-
ry, amounted to the most direct
repudiation to date of Trump’s
efforts to undermine the integri-
ty of the contest. It echoed re-
peated assertions by election ex-
perts and state officials over the
last week that the election un-
folded smoothly without broad
irregularities.

“While we know there are
many unfounded claims and op-

Officials: Electionmost
secure in U.S. history
By Eric Tucker
and Frank Bajak
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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portunities for misinfor-
mation about the process
of our elections,we can as-
sure you we have the ut-
most confidence in the se-
curity and integrity of our
elections, and you should
too,” the statement said.
“When you have ques-
tions, turn to elections of-
ficials as trusted voices as
they administer elec-
tions.”

The statement was dis-
tributed by the Cyberse-

curity and Infrastructure
Security Agency, which
spearheaded federal elec-
tion protection efforts. It
was tweeted by the agen-
cy’s director, Chris Krebs,
who just hours earlier had
been the subject of a Reut-
ers story that said he had
told associates he expect-
ed to be fired by Trump.
Krebs has been vocal on
Twitter in repeatedly reas-
suring Americans that the
election was secure and
that their votes would be
counted.

“America, we have con-
fidence in the security of

your vote, you should,
too,” he wrote.

The officials who signed
the statement said they
had no evidence that any
voting system had deleted
or lost votes, had changed
votes, or was in any way
compromised. They said
all of the states with close
results have paper re-
cords, which allows for
the recounting of each bal-
lot, if necessary, and for
“the identification and
correction of anymistakes
or errors.”

“The November 3rd
election was the most se-

cure in American history.
Right now, across the
country, election officials
are reviewing and double
checking the entire elec-
tion process prior to final-
izing the result,” the state-
ment said.

The message is in stark
contrast to Trump’s un-
supported claims of fraud
and widespread problems
that he insists could affect
vote totals.

The issues Trump’s
campaign and its allies
have pointed to are typical
in every election: prob-
lems with signatures, se-

crecy envelopes and post-
marks on mail-in ballots,
as well as the potential for
a small number of ballots
miscast or lost. With Dem-
ocrat Joe Biden leading
Trump by wide margins in
key battleground states,
none of those issues
would have any impact on
the outcome of the elec-
tion.

Trump’s campaign has
also launched legal chal-
lenges complaining that
their poll watchers were
unable to scrutinize the
voting process. Many of
those challenges have

been tossed out by judges,
somewithin hours of their
filing; again, none of the
complaints show any evi-
dence that the outcome of
the election was affected.

The statement’s authors
include the presidents of
the National Association
of State Election Directors
and the National Associa-
tion of Secretaries of State
— who run elections at the
state level — and the exec-
utive committee of the
government-industry co-
ordinating council that in-
cludes all the major voting
equipment vendors.

ELECTION
From page A1

killed by the Nederland Po-
lice Department in an offi-
cer-involved shooting, Por-
ter said.HealsosaidThomp-
son, who has been with the
department for about four
years, first deployed his Tas-
er but it failed to subdue the
man.

“At the scene…we know
the (Taser) did work, but we
just don’t know if it missed
or had no effect,” Porter
said. “We know that it did
not stop the suspect. Nor-
mally, if someone has a Tas-
er deployed on them it will
stop them. On occasion,
they don’t.”

Despite conflicting re-
ports by the NPD and DPS,
Justice of the Peace Precinct
7 Brad Burnett and Porter
confirmed Jones was pro-
nounced dead at the scene
andwasnot transported to a
local hospital.

Burnett said a prelimi-
nary autopsy would be
ready by Saturday at the lat-
est.

Both the JeffersonCounty
District Attorney’s Office
and the Texas Rangers are
investigating the shooting.
Thompson has been placed
on administrative leave until
the investigation is complete
per department policy.

NPD officers are
equipped with body cam-
eras, and the footage from
Tuesdaynight is being inves-
tigated by the Texas Rang-
ers, Porter said.

Jones’ family said they are
waiting on the release of the
body cam footage before
considering taking any legal
action.

“The body cam does not
lie. The video has to show
whereheactuallyattempted
to draw the gun on the offi-
cer. If I see that on the video
then I am content,” Raymin-
gosaid. “If they take too long
to release the body cam,
then we’re going to take
some legal action.”

Jones, a father of three,
graduated from Port Arthur
Memorial High School.

He is thesecondman inas
many weeks to be fatally
shot by a police officer.

Also under investigation
by the Texas Rangers is a
Nov. 3 shooting where a 59-
year-oldBeaumontmanwas
shot andkilledbya Jefferson
County Sheriff’s Deputy in
the 1100 block of Carpenter
Road.

jorge.ramos
@beaumontenterprise.com
twitter.com/byjorgeramos
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The City Council in late
September approved
next steps for the sale of

the Melton building.
However, more than one
council member at the
time expressed concern
that the potential buyer
wasn’t fully aware of the
building’s history and

current tenant.
Bartkowiak said the

listings were made fol-
lowing a periodic review
of municipal property to
determine if there are any
that are of no use to the

city.
“We weren’t necessari-

ly expecting or not ex-
pecting to have bids on
the properties,” Bartko-
wiak said. “When (Hayes)
gets back, we’ll see if he

wants us to go back out on
the other properties.”

kaitlin.bain
@beaumont
enterprise.com
twitter.com/KaitlinBain
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fices of Texas Regional Title
to sign closing papers curb-
side, receiving a clipboard
with the paperwork and a

sealed baggie containing an
individual ink pen.

“There was a running
joke that I was going to gath-
er up all of those pens when
this was finished and throw
themoutat thestaff likeMar-
di Gras beads,” she said.

Having the properties in
private hands could signal
new real estate develop-
ment.

Lynn said about half the
buyers purchased one to
three units and the others
purchased between four

and 13. Some qualified for
lower-income incentives
that allowed them to waive
the 10% buyer’s premium
and other individuals who
will likely fix up the proper-
ties for theirownresidences.
Others will likely be flipped

or rented out.
“The greatest demand for

property is with workforce-
level housing,” Lynn said.

jacob.dick
@beaumontenterprise.com
twitter.com/jd_journalism
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WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent-elect Joe Biden’s top
allies on Capitol Hill
adopted a combative pos-
ture on COVID-19 relief
Thursday, pressing their
case for a $2 trillion bill
that’s a nonstarter for Re-
publicans and faulting the
GOP for dragging its feet
on acknowledging Biden’s
victory.

The message from
House Speaker Nancy Pe-
losi, D-Calif., and Senate
Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer, D-N.Y. — both of
whom witnessed disap-
pointing outcomes in
House and Senate races
last week — was that Re-
publicans should concede
Biden won and immedi-
ately return to negotia-
tions on COVID relief,
with the Democrats’ $2.4
trillion “HEROES Act“ as
the starting point.

“It’s most unfortunate
that the Republicans have
decided that they will not
respect thewill of the peo-
ple,” Pelosi told reporters.
“It’s like thehouse is burn-
ing down, and they just re-
fuse to throw water on it.”

Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky.,
reiterated that Republi-
cans controlling the Sen-
ate simply won’t accept a
bill of the size that Schum-
er and Pelosi want.

“That’s not a place I
think we’re willing to go.
But I do think there needs
to another package.
Hopefully, we can get past
the impasse we’ve had
now for four or five
months and get serious

about doing something
that’s appropriate,“
McConnell told reporters.

Top House Republican
KevinMcCarthy of Califor-
nia, speaking just minutes
later from the same podi-
um, accused Pelosi of
playing politics with CO-
VID, deliberately dragging
out pre-election talks on
new relief to deny Presi-
dent Donald Trump a vic-
tory that could have
helped him in the elec-
tion. Trump hasn’t talked
or tweeted much about
COVID since the election,
and has instead focused
on grievances about the
results.

The continued battling
comes as caseloads are
spiking across the country
in a third wave of the pan-
demic that is threatening

a dangerous winter, de-
spite advances in vaccine
development and treat-
ments to fight it the dis-
ease. The rebound of the
economy has been rela-
tively strong so far, but
both sides agree more
help is needed — even as
they spar over specifics
like jobless assistance and
the means to distribute
treatments and vaccines.

“We need another CO-
VID relief bill,” said mod-
erate GOP Sen. Susan Col-
lins of Maine. “We need
another round of the (pay-
check protection) pro-
gram that’s aimed at the
most distressed business-
es or otherwise they will
not be able to keep em-
ploying their workers and
they will close their doors
forever. We need more

funding for schools, for
health care providers, for
the airlines and bus lines.“

Congress virtually
unanimously passed a $1.8
trillion COVID rescue bill
in March, but top leaders
and the administration
have fought for months
over what another install-
ment of relief should en-
tail. Before the election,
with Democrats riding
high in the polls, Pelosi
took a hard line in the
talks, even as the adminis-
tration made numerous
concessions. Congressio-
nal Republicans, mean-
while, shied away from
concessions made by
Treasury Secretary Ste-
ven Mnuchin as well.

“She sacrificed our
economy and people who
were hurting,” McCarthy

said.
The combative pos-

tures all around don’t ap-
pear to bode well for a
quick resolution or the
smooth resumption of the
serious talks that flamed
out before Election Day.
Capitol Hill is in limbo,
frozen by the refusal of
Trump and Republicans
like McCarthy to accept
Biden’s victory andby two
Senate runoff elections in
Georgia that Republicans
are favored to win to
maintain control of the
chamber.

Pelosi and Schumer,
meanwhile, continue to
press COVID relief pro-
posals like more than
$400 billion in aid to state
and local governments
that McConnell won’t go
for.

The two later released a
“readout” of a call with Bi-
den, setting benchmarks
for a lame-duck relief deal
that “provides resources
to fight the COVID-19 pan-
demic, relief for working
families and small busi-
nesses, support for state
and local governments
trying to keep frontline
workers on the payroll,
expanded unemployment
insurance, and affordable
health care for millions of
families.”

It appears, however,
that Democratic leverage
has eroded despite Bi-
den’s win.

“What Joe Biden got in
this election was a man-
date, a mandate to ad-
dress the challenges that
our country faces,“ Pelosi
said. “And in order to do
that, we must address the
COVID, the pandemic.“

Post-election bitterness hinders
chances for COVID-19 relief bill
By Andrew Taylor
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Sarah Silbiger / Getty Images

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, shown, and Senate Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer continue to press COVID relief proposals like more than $400 billion
in aid to state and local governments.




